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Synopsis

The Crest-Jewel of Wisdom and other writings of Sankaracharya The Crest-dewel of Wisdomand
other writings ofA ankarAg¢chAg¢ryaTranslations and Commentaries byCharles JohnstonPages -
163THIS little volume with its foundation-stones of Truth is an effort to further the second object of
the Theosophical Society as it was originally expressed by H. P. Blavatsky in The Key to
Theosophy:To promote the study of Aryan and other Scriptures, of the World’s religion and
sciences, and to vindicate the importance of old Asiatic literature, namely, of the Brahmanical,
Buddhist, and Zoroastrian philosophies.The translations herein are reprints from the Oriental
Department Papers published by William Quan Judge in 1894, 1895, and 1896, as well as from
Judge’s Magazine, The Path. In introducing Charles Johnston, then a member of the Theosophical
Society, as the translator of the Sanskrit works to be produced in his Oriental Papers, judge
writes:Of his qualifications there is no doubt, as he has had experience in this field, has also for
some time been teaching Sanskrit, and brings to the work a sincere sympathy with Indian thought
as well as devotion to the Society which will without question make the matter furnished of value as
well as of interest.In A ankarA¢chAgrya (the blessed teacher) we have an example of the statement
that "Masters are living facts." Mankind needs such assurance these days, and needs not only the
inspiration of the story of a man who has lived divinely, but also his kindly and strengthening words
of wisdom. What greater gift could the Hindu sage have left us than that of a collection of
soul-stirring thoughts?For those who, with hearts fervent with compassion, seek the holy path that
brings to birth a ’sage of boundless vision,” A ankarA¢chA¢rya’s Crest-Jewel of Wisdom will be a
practical and inspiring guide to life. lts teachings, the shared realizations of an enlightened god-man,
tell us the laws by which we may "untie the bonds of unwisdom,” and thus, evermore free, with
minds calm and pellucid and hearts purified of reward-desiring actions, come to know and partake
of the majestic power, light, and universal kinship of the Divine within us, our birthright as humans,
and our passport to grander attainments in vaster spheres of consciousness.Just as the sun with its
splendor and its glories greets us every morning when we awake and silently through the day
nourishes us in all parts of our being, and later as it sets at night, leaves a glow of rich color
suggesting a spiritual mystery to be grasped somewhere, somehow--maybe in the morn’s returning
light--so the challenging message of A ankarA¢chAgrya’s jewel-thoughts braces the spirits of
world-weary ones as they turn to its radiant wisdom. They become illumined by the divine fire
permeating its words, and as they turn from the study of its verses enriched for another of life’s
experiences, the glow of the gleaned awakenings will become a haunting memory leading them

back to its precepts for another sunrise and sunset of the spirit.
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Customer Reviews

This Version of the Crest-Jewel of Wisdom is by far the most accurate and esoteric translation,
imo.Also known as Crest Jewel of Discernment, and Crest Jewel of Discrimination. Viveka
Chudamani.This publisher’'s Type set and other changes as mentioned by them, do make this one
of the best, most readable, and affordable reprints available; please see the link at the bottom. Many
of Sankara’s other great writings are also included. You will not find them else where.The Original
1946 Theosophical University Press Covina version is a Great edition also if it is at a reasonable
price.l would get an original Pristine copy too after the Reprint is read.The 1964 Watkins version is a
complete rewrite thathe made after 30 years of discovering other Spiritual Paths. Though both are
worth having ... | would go with this version first if you desire a 'True Essence’ translation. Just my 2
cents.The link below has a good alternative, for $8The link below’s version has all the translations
and is complete in that respect, without the extraneous views and opinions of the
Translator.http://www..com/The-Crest-Jewel-Wisdom-writings-Sankaracharya/dp/1937995992/ref=c
m_rdp_product



This Charles Johnston Version of the Crest-Jewel of Wisdom is by far the most accurate and
esoteric translation. Many of Sankara’s other great writings are also included. You will not find them
else where. "Viveka Chudamani".This Original 1946 Theosophical University Press Covina version
is a Great edition. Most worthy of picking up a pristine copy.The Charles Johnston 'Forgotten Books’
publisher’'s Type set and other changes as mentioned by them, do make that version the best and
most readable reprint available.The 1964 Watkins version is a complete rewrite;over 25 years after
his first Version, he decided to rewrite under a different perspective.Though both are worth having ...
| would go with the first version if you desire a "True Essence’ translation. The Charles Johnston
translations are simply the Only versions worth Reading.True Non Dualism...Advaita &
Sankara.http://www..com/The-Crest-Jewel-Wisdom-writings-Sankaracharya/dp/1937995992/ref=cm
_rdp_product

| have always looked for a 'common thread’ that links all of manifested creation- as | am sure many
have and many will. This human struggle comes from an attempt to understand our spot in the
universe in relationship to evey body and everything else. Shankaracharya has given us his very
valuable teachings that allow us to see that connection between the Self and the Eternal. | very
much appreciate Me. Johnston’s succinct translations with numbered guides to the specific shlokas
in the original text. His interpretations are also very good and to me appear to be very apt and

precise. A hard bound edition is always a nicer experience to hold and read.

Good to get to the one of the basic sources of modern nonduality.

Given as gift to friend who really enjoys content.

This Version of the Crest-Jewel of Wisdom is by far the most accurate and esoteric translation, imo.
For $7 or Kindle at $4 it is worth it. Also known as Crest Jewel of Discernment, and Crest Jewel of
Discrimination. Viveka Chudamani. This publisher’'s Type set and other changes do make this one
of the best, most readable, and affordable reprints available. Many of Sankara’s other great writings
are also included. You will not find them else where. The Original 1946 Theosophical University
Press Covina version is a Great edition also. Mr. Johnston’s grasp of the Heart of this great body of
work is remarkable. | would get an original Pristine copy also... eventually and when the price is
reasonable for a quality HB First edition. This version has all the translations and is complete in that

respect, without the extraneous views of the author. So if you just want the Sankara’s treatises, this



edition is perfect. | have No vested interest or affiliation in the various TS organizations or their
views. The 1964 Watkins version that you may see listed is a complete rewrite that CJ made after
30 years of discovering other Spiritual Paths. Though both are worth having ... | would go with this
version first if you desire a "True Essence’ translation. The spirit of the view as opposed to the letter.
All the Clear Advaita | need, and a great place to start too! Very awesome and concise translation.
For $7, This book | reviewed is a great place to start for the more "Free minded" seeker that wants

some thing that may not be considered Literally perfect nor Academically oriented...

This is a book dealing with advaitism which is a juggernut to understand even theoretical aspect of it
, leave alone realising it. but the author has shredded the shroud covering it & revealed the essence

of it flowingly & fluently both for indian & nonindian students of advaitism

Full of astonishing episodes people should know who are interested in Sankara’s teachings. Tales

but jewels of truth lie behind there.
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